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Students elated, relieved 
and frightened by 2016 
election results

Senior Eloy Ibarra ran in the TAPPS State 
Cross Country meet held at Paul Tyson Field on 
Saturday October 29. He finished with a time of 
17:54, earning him 7th place in the race, as well 
as All-State honors for his final season. 

Ibarra said he was proud of his perfor-
mance. 

“I think I did really well,” he said. “I got 
7th so that’s much better than last year where I 
failed to place in the top ten.” 

Ibarra had a large crowd of supporters at the 
meet, including many fellow seniors who took 
a break from decorating for the haunted house 
to cheer him on. 

“I really appreciated everyone who came,” 
he said. “When you’re running such a long 
race, you definitely need motivation to keep go-
ing, and the people who came out to support 

k. thomas
sports reporter

Ibarra Places in XC Top 10

definitely gave me motivation to keep going.”
Ibarra’s cross country coach, Kaitlin Plesh-

ko said Eloy was a great leader on the team this 
year. 

“Not only does he give all his effort in 
practice, but he’s a teammate who cares about 
all the others on the team,” Pleshko said. “He 
encourages others to give their best, leads the 
team in warm-ups and scouting the courses, 
and has integrity in and out of practice. I’m not 
only proud of his accomplishments as a runner 
and how he’s improved through his hard work, 
but I’m also proud for the example he sets for 
his teammates in terms of character and leader-
ship.”

Ibarra’s personal best for the season in the 
5000 meter was 16:52 at the Brazos Invitational 
meet, where he placed 2nd.

k. thomas
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With a state championship in their sights, the varsity football team is bound for the TAPPS 3A 
regional finals with a record of 10-1 after defeating San Antonio Lutheran 70-22 in their first 
playoff game Friday, Nov. 11 at Paul Tyson Field. The team faces San Antonio Castle Hills 
(8-3) in the regionals Saturday, Nov. 19 at Cedar Park High School.

Vanguard        Review

Shocked. Relieved. Scared. Hopeful. These 
are just a few of the things students are feeling 
now that the highly contentious 2016 Presiden-
tial Election has ended in what many are calling 
a shocking result: Billionaire Donald J. Trump, 
who has never held an elected office or served 
in the military, claimed the presidency on Tues-
day, Nov. 8 by winning the electoral vote, but 
falling just short of Sec. Hillary Clinton in the 
popular vote.

Like much of the nation, some students 
didn’t expect this historic outcome.

“I was surprised at the gap in which Trump 
beat Hillary,” said Andy Cox, 11th grade.  “But 
I was not surprised at the fact that the silent ma-
jority made their voice heard.”

Senior Thomas Alcorn was also surprised.
“I was very surprised by the election. I defi-

nitely thought that Hillary Clinton was going to 
win. I was surprised that trump won by a whole 
lot.” said Alcorn. “I thought that with all of the 
bad media that Donald Trump had to go through, 
I was kind of surprised that he was still able to 
win.”

Sixty-five percent of students said the elec-
tion turned out the way they had hoped, according 
to a Nov. 2016 poll. 32 percent said the election 
turned out the way they expected. And 61 percent 
said they think the next four years will be better 
than the last.

Imagine working for more than 30 years at 
a place that you love, with people you love, do-
ing what you love. That’s what Arminda Bew-
ley did at Vanguard. Bewley, who died last year, 
worked for Vanguard from 1977 to 2011 and 
though most current students never even met 
her, her husband is making a major gift in his 

Eloy Ibarra stands proudly receiving his medal after placing in the top ten 
at the TAPPS state cross country meet on Oct. 29.  File photo

School gets sizeable 
donation in memory of 
longtime employee
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Arminda and Bill Bewley are pictured 
in the 2003 Bifrost yearbook. Archive 
Photo. 
wife’s honor. Up to $80,000 to be exact.

Bewley worked at the front desk, in the li-
brary, and in the computer lab helping students 
every day since the 1970s. Most Vanguard 
alumni and teachers remember her as someone 
who would do anything to help others. 

“I saw her as a friend. People would always 
come to her with problems and she would just 
let the problems slide off her back,” said Patty 
Flowers, chairman of the Science department. 
“She was kind and creative and artistic. She 
helped me when I was new to Vanguard 39 years 
ago.”

“It was the best thing in her life,” said Bill 
Bewley of his wife’s job at Vanguard. “She 
really liked all the teachers, students and par-
ents.”

Head of school Bill Borg worked with Be-
wley at the end of her career.

“From the few years that I knew her, the 
word that immediately came to mind is that 
she was kind,” said Borg. “Students loved her, 
teachers liked her, and parents liked her. This 
is not easy to do, [as] those are three different 
groups of people.”

But it was the students who made the big-
gest impact on Mrs. Bewley.

“Out of everything, she liked the students 
the most,” Bill Bewley said. “She always tried 
to get them out of trouble by trying to talk them 
out of their pranks.”

Bill Bewley said Vanguard was such a 
big part of their family, and that donating to 
the school would be a great way to honor his 
wife. They have pledged up to $ 80,000 in a 
matching donation to the Vanguard Founda-
tion Distinguished Faculty Fund.  A scholar-
ship each year will be awarded in her name to 
a rising ninth grader. The 2016-17 annual fund 
campaign will be matched up to $80,000, with 
every dollar over $60,000 being donated to the 
foundation memory of Arminda Bewley.

Even though she worked at a college pre-
paratory school for a big part of her life, Bew-
ley didn’t attend college herself, her husband 
said. And that’s why he hopes his gift goes to 
students who need it and who will enjoy the 
chance to go to college one day. 

“I want there to be more contributions like 
this in the future for a student to really have 
more opportunities,” Bewley said.

He added that he hopes his gift inspires 
others to share and donate to causes that are 
meaningful to them.

Well Within Reach

— George Eichenberg, Sports Editor

Above: With defenders out of the way, spread back Evan Hickok does his 
part toward at team total of 300 yards rushing against San Antonio Lu-
theran.  Amy Kaur/Bifrost Staff
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limitations or libelous content.
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The Vanguard Editorial Board meets before every issue of the Vanguard Review to discuss and vote on
 the Board’s opinion of a different topic that is both timely and important to the world in which we live.  

This editorial is not a reflection of the views of Vanguard College Preparatory School.
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Most of 
us have 
been 
hurt by 
some-

one’s words or judge-
ment of our choices 
in life. And most of 
us can probably say 
that, even if we didn’t 
mean to, we have 
judged someone else 
for their decisions and 
caused them to feel 
hurt. When it happens 
between friends, it can 

be very painful — and even result in the 
loss of friendship. No one wants that. 

Recently, I have endured several expe-
riences where making the right decisions 
is key to keeping a friendship. I have had 
friends who have rejected me for certain 
decisions I have made in my life and it 
hurts immensely to be judged like this. 
However, I have done the same thing to 
others and I have seen how wrong and 
ineffective it truly is to judge. I’ve spent 
a lot of time thinking about this and while 
I certainly don’t have all the answers, I 
hope that sharing my thoughts can benefit 
someone else who’s struggling in a friend-
ship.   

That said, high school friendships 
can be difficult to maintain. There will be 
problems. But, if treated the right way, 
relationships with our classmates can be 
healthy and thrive. Here are a few of my 
thoughts:

To ourselves be true. If I have learned 
anything through relationships I have had 
with people in the past, it is how important 
it is to stay true to yourself.  Be proud of 
what you believe. Do not ever bend for 
what others want you to do. I am a Chris- continued on Page 12

Friends: 
Handle With Care

Have an Opinion? Write in!
julia_paz@vanguard.org

or
Vanguard College Preparatory School
2517 Mt. Carmel • Waco, TX • 76710
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As a middle 
schooler 
who is just 
trying to 
fit in and 

find my place in the 
world, I’ve noticed 
that  trends — material 
things as well as ideas 
and opinions — are a 
big deal. And I’ve been 
wondering why we as 

humans are so attracted 
to these trends. 

The definition of 
a trend is “a general 

direction in which things are developing 
or changing.’’ But this still doesn’t explain 
why we are so drawn to them. 

It could be that we see a famous celeb-
rity or role model that is wearing this new 
“trend” and automatically we are drawn to 
it. Then our friends see us doing this and 
they share it with others, and instantly it 
has grown nationwide. 

Some trends that have become famous 
are the Dab, the Whip and Pokémon Go.  
There are many others to go on this list, 
these are only a few. Maybe we hear or 
read something that a famous athlete or 
actor said about a certain issue or even a 
presidential candidate — and since we like 
them, we start to think like them.

Now I’m not trying to single people 
out. I’m just trying to raise a simple ques-
tion. Why are we drawn to new trends? 

I believe we are drawn to these trends 
because our generation feels we need to 
keep up with everything that is going on in 
this huge world. But the fact is, sometimes 
we aren’t taking our own paths in life 
anymore. 

Our generation as humans sometimes 
is just following the crowds. But what is 
going to happen to us when our role mod-
els become unpopular or even pass away? 
We must learn how to not follow the 

crowds. I know some kids in my class are 
really good at not following the crowds. 

I’ve noticed the seniors are good at 
choosing their own paths in life. It could 
just be that we as middle schoolers are just 
not mature enough. As we get older, we 
will mature a lot more than we are now. I 
just want to make sure that we don’t get 

Trending: Just Be Yourself

Our generation as humans sometimes is 
just following the crowds.  What is go-
ing to happen to us when our role models 
become unpopular or even pass away? We 
must learn how to not follow the crowds. 

tied to following others instead of doing 
what we want to do. 

Marc Jacobs, a fashion designer, once 
said, “To me, clothing is a form of self-
expression. There are hints about who 
you are in what you wear.” To me, this is 
saying if you meet someone for the first 
time and you have all the latest “trends,” 
that person could guess that you follow the 
crowds and don’t make your own path-
ways in life. So, be sure you wear what 
you really like.

If our favorite celebrity posts a picture 
of himself with something new, everyone 

will swarm to buy 
it just because 
humans want the 
latest gadgets. 

I guess what I 
am trying to say is 
let’s pick our own 
pathways in life. 
I would love if, 
in 10 or 15 years, 
everybody is just 

being themselves. 
If our entire life is developed around 

what other people are doing, we would 
have no say in our own life. To me that 
sounds like a pretty awful life to live, and 
to me I would rather be in a world where 
we are just ourselves.
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tian and have firm beliefs of what is right 
or wrong. No one is ever going to change 
my opinion. Others can agree or disagree 
with me. In addition to this I would advise 
to never try to force anyone to be your 
friend. If we are genuinely kind to every-
one, and stay true to ourselves, the right 
group of friends will form naturally. If we 
let others influence or convince us to do 
things, we will regret it in the long run. No 
friendship is worth changing who we are.

Choose wisely. Picking the right group 
of friends is something that is very im-
portant. We must explore and evaluate the 
people around us. Do they make life deci-
sions that you can see yourself doing and 
be proud of? Can you be yourself around 
them? Do they really have your best inter-
ests in their heart? I have realized that it 
is more valuable to have a small group of 
true friends than to have a huge group of 
friends that I cannot fully trust. Of course, 
I do not mean we should seclude ourselves 
to a small clique of people. It is vital that 
we are genuinely nice to everyone, even 
those who may not be part of our inner 
circle. 

Talk — not text — it out. When 
things go wrong, go straight to that person. 
If we truly care about a friendship we 
have to find the best way of letting them 
know we are hurt and see how they react, 
preferably face to face. Texts can often be 
misinterpreted or misunderstood, resulting 
in more confusion, tension and unneces-
sary drama. Along with texting, indirectly 
slamming  or “subtweeting” on social 
media is the absolute worst way to go 
about this and can damage a relationship 
tremendously. It honestly is a sign of fear 
and weakness because it shows that we are 
too afraid to confront that person directly. 

For the rest of our election coverage, 
see pages 1 and 3  
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Election reaction
continued from Page 1

An October 2016 poll of the student body re-
vealed that 57 percent of students would choose 
the New York entrepreneur as their president, 
if they were able to vote. Many sighted the war 
on terror, the economy and national security 
as their top concerns 
in the election, all of 
which Trump promised 
he would champion 
if he were elected. So 
that left many students 
happy with the results 
of the election.

“I was happy. I 
knew he was going to win,” said 11th grader 
Isaac Fluhr. “I just didn’t know he was going to 
win by that much. I was relieved because I did 
not want a criminal leading our country.”

Robbie Dobie, senior, said he was confident 
of the Trump win.

“I knew trump was going to win because 
he’s a winner and that’s what he does,” he said.

But others were not doing a victory dance. 
Thirty-nine percent said they think the next four 
years will be worse than the last, according to 
the Nov. VR survey.

“Wow! I was up very late watching the re-
sult come in, and I [was] in shock,” said 10th 
grader Jasmine Ross. “I’m disappointed by the 
result, but remain very proud of Hillary. I be-
lieve we need to come together as a country, and 
my hope remains in the Lord, not man.”

Still others were not going to be thrilled 
with either candidate as president.

“[It’s] times like these I wish I were Canadi-
an.,” said senior Montana Cross. “Since Trump 
won, I’m sad. [But] if Hillary had won, I’d still 
be sad.”

Some students took time to analyze the re-
sults.

“I’m surprised that [trump] was able to con-
vert a lot of states that have historically [gone] 
blue, like Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania,” 

said Philip MacLemore, senior. “The fact that 
he was able to go out and convert these states 
shows a lot about his campaigning. Hillary did 
not step foot in Wisconsin after she won the 
democratic primary, showing her confidence in 

these two historically blue states. The fact that 
Trump was able to convert these states to Re-
publican is very impressive surprising to me.”

A few students said they are frightened at 
the prospect of Trump serving as president.

“I’m scared of what’s going to happen be-
cause there are so many people who don’t like 
Donald Trump,” said 7th grader Stella Otto. 
“He’s so controversial and the country is so di-
vided over him. It just feels scary, like some-
thing bad could happen.” 

David Wyche, 7th grade, worries about the 
death threats he’s has read about in the media.

“I think so many people hate Donald Trump 
that someone could possibly plan to do some-
thing bad like assassinate him,” said Wyche. “I 
hope that doesn’t happen, but it could.” 

But plenty hold out hope that the country 
can go on even with 
such an unlikely person 
as commander in chief.

“I am an Ameri-
can and I have to trust 
the electoral college 
and the system,” said 
Brianna Jones, junior. 
“Only so much damage 

can happen in four years.” 
Analisa Villarreal, junior, is cautiously 

hopeful.
“I’m worried for the future because we 

don’t know what to expect,” she said. “But on 
the other hand, I am hopeful that he will do a 
good job.” 

 “I am an American and I have to trust the 
electoral college and the system. Only so 
much damage can happen in four years.”

— Brianna Jones, junior

WHAT YOU SAID

VR student poll, Nov 2016 
195 students responded

How do you feel about the results 
of the 2016 Presidential Election ?

Did the election turn out the way you hoped?

doomed . lit . fire . disheartened . terrified . 
amazing . mistake . disappointed . motivating . 
surprising . awesome . stupid. happy . trash . 

Did the election turn out the way you expected?

Do you think the nation will come together after 
such a bitter election?

What is most important in a president?

Overall, how do you feel about the country’s 
choice for president-elect, Donald Trump?

66%YES 34%NO

32%YES 68%NO

65%YES 35%NO

47%HONESTY 28%STRENGTH
25%RELATES TO PEOPLE

37%GOOD 24%BAD
39%INDIFFERENT

Describe in one word the results of the election.

The Vanguard Review staff 
contributed to this story.

“I just didn’t know he was going to win by 
that much. I was relieved because I did not 
want a criminal leading our country.”

— Isaac Fluhr, junior

Stats compiled by Tang Tang 
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Playing the Waiting Game
One act play “The Waiting Room” advances to state competition, 
seven cast and crew members take individual awards

We are dedicated to providing individualized and exceptional 
healthcare in a safe, warm, and loving environment based on integrity, 

honesty, and trust for children with medical needs. Let us help you with 
your pediatric healthcare needs in the comfort of your own home.

6605 Sanger Ave Ste. 1 • Waco, TX  76710 • (254) 307-8607

Private duty nursing • Development and implementation of care plan
Medical, therapeutic and developmental care • Caregiver training

Visit us online today at 
www. PALSHomeHealth.com

Tense moments between patients called to 
a strange doctor’s office waiting room was the 
subject of the play that placed second in the 
TAPPS 3A One Act Play competition on Satur-
day, Nov. 5 at Playhouse 1960 in Houston.

High school actors competed against other 
schools for the second consecutive year and 
not only came out with a top spot, but also col-
lected seven individual awards. Jacob Turnage, 
senior, was named Best Actor, while Rylie 
Snell, junior, and Amir Hamilton, senior, were 
named to the All-Star Cast. 

“I was shocked,” Turnage said. “When 
I got off stage I knew it was my best perfor-
mance, but I did not expect the award. More 
than anything it was confirmation that I’m 
headed in the right direction.”

Jackson Kelly, Matthew Wilcox and Trevor 
Hickok were named to the Honorable Mention 
All-Star Cast. And Austin Burch was named an 
All-Star Crew member.

“The Waiting Room” by Noah Bennett is 
the story of a man’s struggle to accept his pres-
ence in the waiting room and what might be on 
the other side. The story, which leaves much 
open to personal interpretation, gives the audi-
ence an experience that says to live life while 
they can and not wait for their own deaths. 

Amir Hamilton played Earl Trent, an older 
man who arrives first in the waiting room and 
is instructed by a robot-like receptionist to take 
a seat and wait his turn.

“Earl is a man who has a lot of uncer-
tainty and who fears what might happen in the 
future,” Hamilton said.

Worried about why he was called to this 
waiting room, he encounters different people 
- a savvy businessman, a mother and child, a 
socialite couple, a cancer patient, all arriving 
at their “assigned” time. The appointment, 
presumably, is their death.

Rylie Snell played a character called 
“Beautiful Woman,” but it was clear by her 
appearance that she was very sick.

Clockwise from top left: 
A concerned husband (Waylon Smith)  

consoles his wife (Kendall Eastland) who 
was experiencing a severe headache.

 A savvy businessman (Jackson Kelly)  
tells Earl Trent (Amir Hamilton) about 

how to build and sell stocks.
 Judge Brown (Jacob Turnage) explains 

his life decisions to Earl Trent (Amir 
Hamilton).

Catherine Holley / Bifrost staff

“My character is someone who has been 
fighting cancer for a very long time and is 
ready to move past it,” Snell said. “All she can 
focus on now is getting to the other side of the 
door (wherever it might lead) so she will no 
longer be filled with pain. In her mind, death is 
her best option. She is one of the only charac-
ters who is ready to accept her fate and die.”

Turnage played Ed Brown, who he de-
scribes as a wise, confident retired judge.

 “He understands suffering, and has a nose 
for the truth,” Turnage said. “Upon entering the 
waiting room, he knows what is coming, and 
decides to help one last person before walking 
through that door.”

Cast members look forward to performing 
in the TAPPS state competition on Nov. 16 and 
17 in Kerrville, Texas.

“I think we’ll do well,” Hamilton said. 
“We have made some changes based on the 
judge’s comments in district and I think that 
the judges at state will appreciate what we 
have worked on.”

Snell agreed the outlook is good.
“I’m really optimistic for the state compe-

tition,” Snell said. “It’s the first time any of us 
have gone to state in One Act Play so hope-
fully it will be a new and fun experience. It 
would be awesome if we placed, but regardless 
I’m already really proud of the whole cast for 
making this far.”
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Let’s Do lunch
Lunch budget a challenge? Find it hard to make it on the $20 a 
week? We’ve got you covered. The Vangurad Review researched 
some of the best lunch deals and specials so that you can eat a 
good lunch and not spend all your cash.

How to eat [a lot of food] off campus for under $20 a week

Monday

Tuesday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday
$6.00Baris

Casa De Castillo

Double Dave’s

Go Home or 
Bring Lunch 

Subway

FREE

$3.79

$3.00

$6.75

Three pepperoni rolls 
and a water

Eating out EVERY day 
gets expensive.  

“All You Can Eat” 
Fajitas Buffet

Thursday Lunch Special:
Lasagna or Ravioli + Salad, 

Bread and Drink

“Sub of the Day” 
and a water

total

Where What CostWhen

Wendy’s Junior 
Bacon Cheeseburger
$1.99

I

Y
;

Taco Bell Beeefy 
Frito Burrito $1.00

What-A-Burger
Medium Fries
$2.05

$19.54

 here’s The Plan

 Big Tip: 
Order water everywhere you go. Sodas 
and soft drinks can add $2-3 to your bill. 
Water is much better for you anwway.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Friday

f

Cheap Stuff On-The-Go

Bush’s Large 
Sweet Tea $1.00

We have lots to 
offer our residents — 

one, two and three-bedroom 
apartments, duplexes, 

townhouses and homes.

Visit 
www.royaltonvillage.com

 for pictures and floorplans.
Or stop in for a tour!

Thursday

By George
Eichenberg



A few ways kids can work to heal conflict after a bitter election

Looking for a cool angle 
on the gaga pit, sophomore 

Ragan Kelly steps up on the 
ledge. Mikayla Mitchell  photo

Your feelings are valid and it’s okay to be upset. But don’t dwell 
on it. Make an effort to find a positive outlook on the results 
— and everything else, for that matter. Put yourself in someone 
else’s shoes. Look at things from a new perspective.  Make lemon-
ade. It is what it is.

Cheer for 
each other.
Instead of focusing on what politicians are doing wrong,  focus 
on what the people around you are doing right. Give them 
a round of applause or a shout out for being amazing. Build 
people up. Steer away from negative social media and try to be 
a ray of light on someone’s dark day. Or any day.

Find common 
ground.
Like a dance floor! Or a basketball court or even an art classroom.  We 
might disagree on politics, but when we’re having fun, none of that 
matters.  We all want what is best for the country. Find positive and up-
lifting ways to connect with others. Discover what you have in common, 
even it if’s just that you like to dance.

Find new 
perspective.

Douglas Harriman and John Gunvor-
dahl cheer on students participating 
in the first-day impromptu talent 
show. Catherine Smith photo

Getting into the music, along with the rest of 
the school, 8th grader Noah Patrick jumps to 
the beat Jacob Turnage photo
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       he 2016 presidential election has been exhausting, upsetting and polarizing, even for 
people who aren’t old enough to vote. Sound bytes from clashing candidates, followed 
by commentary from supporters, critics and skeptics, has no doubt caused tension be-

tween people who, for the most part, are just trying to make their grades, win a football game 
or memorize their lines for the one act play. Harsh words have been launched like arrows and 
maybe we’ve even had conversations that went all wrong when talking about politics and 
what’s best for the country.

But now the election is over and most people are trying to mend fences or get back to a 
good place with people with whom they disagree. Or maybe they are trying to come to terms 
with the results and look to the future.

In sorting through recent photos, the Vanguard Review noticed a striking correlation 
between what students are doing on an average school day — and what might, literally or 
figuratively, help anyone mend fences, either with themselves or others, and enjoy life more.A few ways kids can work to heal conflict after a bitter election

Find common 
ground. Make a 

difference.
Like a dance floor! Or a basketball court or even an art classroom.  We 
might disagree on politics, but when we’re having fun, none of that 
matters.  We all want what is best for the country. Find positive and up-
lifting ways to connect with others. Discover what you have in common, 
even it if’s just that you like to dance.

Move 
Forward.

Nothing will heal a broken spirit like helping others. Be 
open minded and find out the needs of others — then 
grab a friend and do something to help. Volunteer as tu-
tors. Play with homeless pets.  Organize a food drive. Find 
ways you can make a difference — together.

What’s done is done. Be hopeful about what 
the future will bring. Begin each day with the 
encouraging thought that we are privileged 
to live in a free country. Don’t dwell in the 
past, but find ways to make the future better.

Out front, Parker Goodrum, 7th grade, leads the 
pack at the Brazos Invitational cross country meet 
along the Brazos River.  Hannah Brunner photo

Left: Bailey Connell, sophomore, 
plays with kids at Kings Club 
during the Mission Waco Poverty 
Simulation. Ragan Kelly photo

T
By Vanguard Review staff
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With an almost entirely new roster and different style of play, 
Vikings confident they can make a deep run in playoffs 

The varsity boys basketball team looks 
to start the season off strong and continue 
the tradition of high-caliber basketball 
teams. After last season’s loss to the even-
tual state champions, Trinity Christian 
Cedar Hill, the Vikings are determined to 
make a deep run in this years TAPPS 4A 
basketball playoffs.

Sophomore guard Carter Boehm said 
taking the district title is priority in his 
mind. 

“Winning district is a goal that we 
haven’t achieved in the past two years” 
said Boehm, “We also want to make it as 
far into the state tournament as possible and 
improve the skills of out young players.” 

Vikings head basketball coach Steven 
Brough said that he approaches every sea-
son with the same three goals. 

“We try to help the players improve and 
become the best basketball players they can 
be, to win the first TAPPS State Champion-
ship in school history and to schedule and 
beat other teams from Waco,” he said. 

Along with a tough non-district match 
up against Aggieland Home School and a 
trip to Houston to play in the highly com-
petitive St. Thomas Episcopal tournament, 
the 2016-17 season also offers a chance for 
the team to take on cross-town rival Reich-
er Catholic. 

Those who followed last year’s squad 
remember the team’s slow-it-down style of-
fense which relied on of several players 6’ 
2’’ and above. This year, the team has ad-
opted a completely different way of play-
ing. Looking to push the ball in transition, 
the Vikings’ fast-paced attack allows them 
to use their speed and quickness to score 
against their opponents. 

“We are much smaller and younger, but 
in my personal opinion we play much bet-
ter as a team,” said Boehm. “Because of our 
height disadvantage and increased speed, 
we will be putting much more pressure on 
our opponents making our primary offense 
in transition.” 

Brough said that the depth of this year’s 

g.eichenberg
sports editor
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team is a big game changer. 
“Last year, our rotation was only six or 

seven players. This year we have the abil-
ity to go nine or eleven players deep,” said 
Brough, “Based on these two differences, 
our entire style of play will change.” 

What this team lacks in size, they make 
up for in heart, Brough added.

“We have a hard-working group of 
basketball-first guys who, as a whole, have 
a better instinctual sense for the game than 
the past couple of teams,” he said. 

With the year just getting rolling, the 
team and the school alike are excited to see 
what this season has in store and Brough is 
confident in his guys. 

“We have a group of fighters,” he said. 
“They are not easily intimidated and re-
spond well to challenges.”

The Vikings traveled to Bryan to take 
on a very good Aggieland Home School 
team. Way undersized, the team had a great 
challenge ahead of them in the rebounding 
area.

Right from the start, the boys hit the 
ground running and got off to an early lead. 

With a barrage of three-pointers from 
sophomore guard Braden Black and solid 
play from senior guard Davis Boehm, the 
Vikings were able to maintain a slight lead 
for the majority of the game. 

Toward the end of regulation, however, 
Aggieland made a run offensively and tied 
the game, sending it into overtime.

The first overtime was much of the 
same, back and forth, neither team able to 
gain a sizeable lead. On the final play of the 
overtime, Aggieland tipped the ball in to tie 
the game and send the match into double 
overtime. 

The final overtime was controlled by 
Vanguard. With several players hitting 
clutch free-throws down the stretch, the 
boys were able to seal the win and improve 
their overall record to 1-0. 

Just two days later, the guys played 
Clockwise from top: Senior guard Davis Boehm disrupts an inbound pass 
against Marlin. Sophomore forward Elijah Wade drives to the basket against 
a Marlin defender. Sophomore guard Braden Black blows by a China Spring 
defender.  Photos by Catherine Holley and Kathryn Smithcontinued on Page 12
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Killin’ it with Kylie
k.hilliard

reporter

Freshman Kylie Rogers a star in the making

Kendee Hilliard / Review staff

VR: How long have you have 
played volleyball?  
KR: This is my sixth year.

VR: What position do you play? 
And what is required of that posi-
tion? 
KR: I play middle blocker, which 
means I have to block and hit.

VR: How many hours a week do 
you practice? 
KR: About 8-10 hours.

VR: What is your favorite sports 
drink to have before a game? 
KR: Water is my only sports drink.

VR: Who do you consider a role 
model in volleyball and your life? 
KR: My role model for volleyball 
would have to be Kendee, because 
she has been teaching me since day 
one on how to improve my skills and 
I am very thankful for that. My role 
model in life is God. He gives me my 
strength and focus for all things in 
life.

VR: If you had a superpower 
what would it be? 
KR: Super speed.

VR: As a player, what do you 
think you add to the team? 
KR: I feel like I add enthusiasm be-
cause I want to make people happy.

VR: What is your pregame ritual?
KR: My pregame rituals would be 
having a healthy snack before the 
game.

VR: What artist is on your pre-
game playlist and why?
KR: Rihanna’s “Needed Me” is my 
most played song because the song 
really gets me ready for the game. 

VR: What is it like being a stu-
dent athlete?
KR: Being a student athlete is trying 
sometimes. You have to find a bal-
ance between school, sports and any 
other activitites. 

VR: What’s the most important 
thing about volleyball?
KR: Being focused is the most impor-
tant thing. 

VR: What’s your favorite thing 
about the team?
KR: We all like to encourage and help 
each other. 

VR: What do you think about be-
fore the game?
KR: I think about the opponents and 
what strategies do work and don’t 
work.

VR: Do you think you’ll continue 
to play the rest of your high 
school year? After high school? 
KR: I’m planning to stay in volleyball 
activities.

VR: What do you think of as your 
greatest accomplishment in your 
freshman year for volleyball? 
KR: My block against Reicher.
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VR: Who is Trevor Hickok?
TH: A sophomore at Vanguard who takes interest in music, sunglasses and 
pearl snaps. You might have seen me walking around school while Mr. Flow-
ers was ordering me around.
VR: What is your favorite thing to do? 
TH: To play my guitar and just relax.
VR: What do you fear most?    
TH: Heights and deep water. Heights because I’m clumsy and deep water 
because I don’t know what is down there.
VR: If you had to eat one thing for the rest of your life, what would 
it be?
TH: Burgers
VR: What is your favorite song?
TH: I have several. One of them is Work Song by Hozier.
VR: What do you consider your greatest accomplishment?
TH: I haven’t done much, nor do I own any trophies to prove that I’ve done 
things. Probably getting up in the morning.
VR: Where would you like to live someday?
TH: I hope that after all the discord and chaos that life is nowadays, I’ll 
end up back in the country somewhere. Preferably Fort Davis, or maybe 
somewhere in the U.K. That would be cool. But probably just in the country 
somewhere in the US.
VR: If you were in the zombie apocalypse, who would be on your 
survival team?
TH: If we were talking people I know… Trey Hooker, my go-to friend for 
shooting things. Also Niklas Larson because he’s a great shot with a shot-
gun. My grandfather, George, because he knows everything and my cousin 
DJ because he was in the military and is now in law enforcement.
VR: What do you value most in a friend?
TH: They should be trustful and loyal… My closest friends have both of those 
traits, no matter what. I can be the best friend possible when I trust the 
person not to leave me or make me feel bad. That’s very uncommon, and 
I’m blessed to be able to say that I know people that I can trust fully.
VR: When and where have you been the happiest?
TH: That’s a great question…chilling with my most super duper friend, this 
summer, back in June or July. Or hiking in Fort Davis, alone, with nature 
surrounding me. This feeling of contentment tends to wash over me when I 
take in my surroundings. My mind frolics in the rocks around me and spews 
artistic ideas like nothing else really matters. Songs, journal entries, poems, 
pictures, you name it. It’s almost as if I forget the pain and troubles of the 
real world in those moments… I owe much of my sanity to nature and most 
of my motivation to my friends.
VR: What is your motto?
TH: Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from 
bad judgment. And also if you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is 
stop digging

— Interview by Kobe Thomas

Trevor Hickok
determined . quirky . musical       
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Have a heart
reasons to adpot your       next pet

e.smithreporter

GIVE A GREAT NAME
Many shelter pets don’t have a 
name because they are found 

on the streets. Choosing a name 
that fits your new fur baby’s 

personality can be fun. Be sure 
to put it on a tag, so that if he’s 
ever lost again, someone will 

call him by name. 

FEEL THE LOVE
Animals can benefit humans 

emotionally by providing com-
panionship and unconditional 

love. Petting a dog or cat has been 
shown to lower blood pressure 
and reduce stress. Shelter pets 

may even give you an extra boost 
of love. They know what a hard 
life is like, so they may be extra 
loving and thankful for you. And 
you can feel good knowing you 

saved their life.

When you inquire about adop-
tion, you’ll also get to visit 

the newly-renovated Humane 
Society. Previously a sad and 
gloomy place, the shelter has 

fresh new buildings with shiny 
clean kennels, several park-like 
enclosed areas complete with 
astroturf, and play equipment 

that allows the dogs to roam and 
play without a leash.

CHECK IT OUT

SAVE A LIFE
About 7.6 million animals 

enter animal shelters nation-
wide and 2.7 million of those 
animals are euthanized yearly. 
If more people adopt from ani-
mal shelters instead of buying 
from breeders, fewer animals 

will have to die.

EXPERIENCE 
THE REWARDS

The majority of the animals sur-
rendered to shelters have been 

through major traumas in their life-
time. By adopting one of these ani-
mals and giving it a loving home, 

you could easily give them a better 
life and that’s a great feeling. Plus, 
you’ll have a loving companion, 

a reward in itself!

ELIMINATE 
PUPPY MILLS

When you adopt from an animal 
shelter, you help fight against puppy 
mills, which are breeders that pro-
duce lots of dosg they hope to sell. 
But the ones that don’t sell some-

times end up homeless and neglected. 
The more people who switch to shel-
ters, the less money the breeders will 
make, so they will produce less and 
less until they give up completely.

7

Photo by George Eichenberg, Review staff

Meet LuLu. She is just one of the 120 dogs that are 
available for adoption at any given time at the Humane 
Society of Central Texas. If you are thinking about getting 
or giving a pet this holiday season, consider adoption. 
Besides having a large selection of dogs and cats that are 
waiting for their forever home, the Humane Society also 
has a whole new look, complete with cheerful play areas. 
And the newly-renovated facility, just off the Circle, has 
recently been designated a “no kill” shelter, meaning more 
and more Wacoans are choosing to adopt so fewer animals 
than ever need to be euthanized due to overcrowding of 
shelters. You could be one of them! For more information, 
visit www.humanesocietycentraltexas.

There’s a constant flow of ani-
mals that arrive at the Humane 

Society of Central Texas in 
need of a home. Since so many 
animals enter the shelter annu-

ally, the kennels get full quickly. 
By adopting, you can help make 
room for future animals in need.

MAKE SPACE
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Friends continued from page 2

STEINBACH & 
ASSOCIATES

is a proud supporter of the
Vanguard Review

Basketball
continued from page 8
their home opener against Marlin. In the first 
quarter, the game was very tight and the Vikings 
were able to get a slight lead going into the second 
quarter. 

After the half, the boys had an explosion of 
offense and limited the Bulldogs to just six total 
points in the third quarter. 

After that, it was all Vanguard as the team 
coasted to a 68-49 victory in front of an electric 
home crowd. 

Davis Boehm led the team in scoring with 18 
points.

The next big challenge for the boys will be 
a trip down to Houston to compete against some 
high-level teams in the St. Thomas Episcopal 
tournament.

It does nothing for us. We do not gain any-
thing from posting ugly comments about people 
on social media. Once it is out there, there’s no 
way to take it back. There is a chance that your 
friend does not even know they hurt you. Honesty 
is the best policy, hands down. 

Don’t judge. We can disagree with someone’s 
actions but respect their right to choose what they 
want to do. It’s their life. We are not their parent. 
It is never a good idea to reject a friend for their 
life decisions because, regardless of what actions 
they may take, we are called to love everyone and 
treat others as equals. We shouldn’t speak down 
on our friends or give them advice (unless they 
specifically ask for it), but rather be there for them 
and be the shoulder they can cry on. Giving advice 
can sometimes hurt a relationship, especially if 
our friend does not follow through with our guid-

ance. If you are the recipient of unwanted 
advice, respectfully ask that person to let 
you make your own decision. Have the per-
son’s best interests at heart. Make it known 
to them that you want them to be happy and 
you trust their judgement. However, if their 
decisions are in some manner hurting you, 
keep distance and stay true to yourself.  

Let it go. When our friends fail us or 
hurt our feelings, the absolute worst thing 
we can do is hold a grudge against them. 
Grudges are recipes for nothing but disaster 
to a relationship. It will cause unnecessary 
stress between you and your friend — and 
possibly others. We are all human. We all 
make mistakes. Come to an understanding 
and then move on.

Sophomore forward Luke Wilson fights 
for a rebound against a Marlin defender 
in a Vikings. Catherine Holley/Bifrost Staff

Did You 
Know?
Having friends is 

good for your health.
According to a study done at Brigham-Young University, not 

having a social support network can be a higher death risk than obesi-
ty or leading a sedentary life without exercise. Studies show a 50 per-
cent increased odds of survival if you have a strong support network. 
Friendships promote good habits, health, less depression, a stronger 

immune system and overall happiness, according to the study.

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Get your message in one of 
four remaining issues of the 

Vanguard Review:
December, February, April & May


